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If the Regents Do Not Do €0 He Declares
He “shatl ‘Then Be Obliged to fake
some Other Method to Prevent the Loss
to the United States Government.''

WasHINGTON, Dece, 25, - President Rooso-
volt earnestly recommends that the Smith-
wontan Institution or the United States Gov-
erument accent the valuable art oollections
offerad by Charles L. Freer, and that ateps
bo taken to comply with the conditions
of the gift, among which is the erection of
a separate building for the collection with
funds donated by Mr. Freer. This letter,
addressed by the President to Chief Justice
Fuller as chancellor of the Smithsonian
Institution, urging that appropriate action
be taken by the board of regents, was made
public to-day:

SR T herewith enclose a copy of a letter
rent to me by Mr. Charles L. Freer, offering
ta hequeath his art collections to the Smith-
canian Institution or the United StatesGovern-
ment, together with £500,000 in money, to con-
etruct a suitable buillding, or, if it 18 deemed
preferable, (o make a4 present conveyance
of the title to such 1nstitution or the Govern-
ment aud 4 beqguest of the sum of $500,000 for
the building. The offer is made upon cer-
tain terms and conditions which in my judg-
ment are proper and reasonable.

It 18 impossible to spealt in too high terms
of the munificence shown by Mr. Freer in
Lig offer: and it is one which the Govern-
went of the United States should at once

0 with as a matter of course.  Mr. Freer'a

cotion (8 literally priceless, it includeg
\ rede of the most remarkable pictures
the best known old masters of China
nd Japan. It aleo inciudes hundreds of
ictures, studies and etchings by certain
tabla American artiats, those by Whistler
lone belng such as would make the whole

Hlection of unique value, although the

ctires by the Chinesa and Japanese artists
ire of fven greater worth and consequence,
There are other art piecea which I need not
1ention

\ur competent eritic can testify to the
evtruordinary value of the collection. 1
ehould suggest that either Dr. Sturglis Bige-
loow or Mr John La Farge ba sent to Detroit
to examine the collection, if there is any
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touestion about it: although I assume that
every member of the hoard of regents is
fanuliar with its  worth, The conditions
which Mr. Freer imposes are in effect that

nothing shall be added to or taken away
from the collection after his death, and that
the collection shall be exhibited by itself
in the building to he constructed for {t, with-
out charge to the publie; furthermore, that
he shall have the right to make such addition
to the collections as he may deem advisable,
biut not to taka anyvthing away fromn it after
Anril next, the collactione remaining in the
possession of Mr. Freer until his death, and
then in the possession of his execntors until
the completion of the building.  These condi-
tions are, of course, eminently proper .

All that i8 asked of tha Government or
regents of the Sinithsonian now is that they
eghall accept this magniticeutly generous
offer. Nothing whatever else {a demanded
at present. When Mr. Freer's death occurs
land will, of course, have to be allotted for
the erection of the building—a building which
will itself be a gift of great beauty to the Gov-
ernment ~and when the building is completed
and the collection installed therein, and not
before, Congress will have to take some
gtepa to provide the comparatively small
sum neeessary to take care of what will be
a national asset of great value.

I need hardly say that there are any number
of communities and of institutions which
wonld be only too glad themselves to promise
to erect such & building as that which Mr,
Freer is going to erect, for the sake of gatting
this collection. The offer is one of the most
generous that has ever heen made to this
Government, and vhe gifr is literally bevond
price, All that is now asked s that we shall
gures to accept on behalt of the nation the
great beuefit thus to be bestowed upon the
nation '

I hope that the regents of the Smithsonian
will feel warranted to close with the offer,
for they are the national cuardians of such a

ollection.  1If, in their wisdom, they do not
rpeetheirway toaccept the gift, 1 shall then ba
ebliged to take sume other imethod of endeav -
arinyg to prevent the loss to the United States
Covernment, und therefore to the people of
the United States, of one of the most valuable
collections  which any  private individual
has ever given to any people.

Mr. Ireer's letter to the President is as
follows:

Dran Sin: Permit me to repeat my offer
10 bequeath my art colleetions to the Smith-
Institution or to the United Srates
ent, and also the sum of $£300,000

money for the purpose of constructing |

tizable building in which to house them,
vpon the following terms and conditions:
sum of $500,000 shall be paid
tors to tha regents of the Smith-
ponian lnstiturion or the United States Gove
promptly after my decease, and
ehall be used forthwith for the construction
or a tireproof buil ling connected with the
Nattonal Museum (rhe construction of which
las been recently authorized) or reasonably
LOeAr tuereto,

second-The interior of this building shall
be arranged with special regard for the con-
venience of students and others desirous
of an opportunity for uninterrupted study.
A suitable space shall be provided (n which
the peacock room shall ba reerected com-
plete, The whole interior arrangement of
the building shall be agreed upon between
the regents of the Smithsonian Institution
and myself sithin a reasonable timo after
the acceptance of this offer.

Fhird The collections, with such additions
thereto as shall be made during my lifetime,
thall be delivered by my executors to the
I'czents immediately atter the building is
tructed and ready to receive them.

Fourth--The collections and the building
ehull be cared for and maintained perpetnally
L the Smithsonian Institation or the United
Startes Government at its own expense,

Fitth—No addition or deduction shall be
madao to the collections after my death, and
rothing else shall ever he exhibited with
thent or in the same building, nor shall the
faid eollections, or any part thereof, be re-
moved at any time from the said building
ercept when necessary for the purpose of
nial ihg repairs or renovations in the bullding.

Sivth—No charge shall ever be made for
adiiission to the building or for the privilege
ol examining or studying the collectlons,

Seventh—-The collections and building shall
alvavs bear my name in some modest and
appropriate form.

In lien of the foregoing offer, 1 am willing,
upon the conditions above expressed, to
make a present conveyvance of the title to
said collections to the Insdtution or the Gov-
eroment and a bequest of the sum of $500,000
tor the building, provided:

First—~The collection shall remain in my
Possessinn duripe my life, and in the posses-
€01 0f my executors after my death until
the caompletion of the building.

Secomd--1 shall have the right to make
euch additions to the collections as may
o 1o me advisable or necessary for the
improvement of the collections, or any of
them,

I'lird—=0On or before April next 1 will flle
wWith the ofMcials of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution or with the 1 nited States Government
u deseriptive inventory of the objects belong-
ing ro the collections

Fourth—Both 1 and my executors shall be
free from any liabilitity on account of any
loss in or danger that may acerua to the
collections whila In my or their charge, even
though such loss or injury shall occur by
reason of my ortheirnegligence, or the negli-
Rence of y or their servants, agents or
ermployees,
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The exaet form of the bequest or gift, and

Randel, Barem

Chester Billings & Son

Swceessors to

. Billings Court, Fifth Avenue at Thirty-fourth Street ,
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READY FOR OPERA STRIKE,

Appeals to German Singing Socleties
for Help and, if Need Be, Wil Produce
Parts of Operas Which Need No
Choruses—Contract Breaking, He Says.

Heinrich Conried, director of the Metro-
politan Opera House, is advertiseing for
chorus singers this morning, for he has
good reason to believe that his chorus
men and women are going on strike, They
want higher wages.

On Sunday the Chorus Singers' Union,
known as Local No. 14 of t(he Actors’
National Proteotive Society, made it known
that they had a formidable list of demands
that they wanted Herr Conried to grant.
President Salsburg of the union recited the
grievances of the chorus singers at the
Sunday meeting of the Central Federated
Union, with the result that the central body
indorsed them.

This put the chorus union on stronger
footing, for now they can count on the
support of the scene shiftera and other
stage hands who have unions of their
own. A committee of the chorus union
called on Director Conried yesterday and
presented the demands.

THE SvN told yesterday what these are,
The chief demand is that the chorus singer
shall all get $25 a week. At present many
of the foreigner singers get that amount,
but the average pay i< §15

There are 130 men and women chorus
ringers at the Metropolitan and Mr. Con-
ricd has signed individual contracts with
each of them. He says the American con-
tingent have started the trouble in the com-
pany and the man he blames mostly for
tha strike talk is President Salzburg of
the chorus un.on.

Salzburg has beena member of the Metro- |

politan Opera Housa chorus for several
years and according to Charles Henry
Meltzer, ond of Mr. Conried's assistants,
he was suspected last season of being a
trouble maker. He was one of the last
chorus singers with whom a contract was
made this season. Meltzer says Conried
finally reengaged Salzburg after he had
told a hard luck story.

It was Salzburg who presented the list
of demands to Conried yesterday.
director told Salzburg and the chorus ging-
ers who accompanied him to Conried's
oftice that the demands would be turned
down even if he had to give operas without
a chorus. There was some lively talk,
but when the union representatives left
Conried's office they said they did not see
what thev could do but call a strike,

This information got to Conried and he
sent representatives to the Arion and Lie-
derkranz societies to know if either of
thesa societins could supply him with singers
in case there was a strike, What reply
Conried received could not be learned.

He also ordered an advertisement for
chorus singers and afterward declared that
if there was a strike and he could not get
wingers to fill the places of the strikers
he would produce only such operas as
conld be sung without a choru-. There
are five such operas including *Die Wal-
kure,” “Siegfried,” “Don Pasquale,” “La
Traviata” and “Romeo and Juliet.”

After looking over this list Mr. Conried
geemed to be pleased. He further de-
clared that if necessary he would give
operatic vandeville, that 1=, parts of operas,
to keep his high priced singers busy. He
is determined not to give in to the chorus
union, &0 he said late Jast night

W nether or not there will be a strike
will probably be definitely datermined to-
dav. *“Rigoletto” is to be sung in Phila-
delphia to-night,and the singers and chorus

people who take part in the opera are due |

to leave on the 230 o'clock train this
¢ fiernoon over the Pennsylvania road. [f
there is to be a strike the chorus pecple
will show their hand then. If they stiike
there will have to be a change of bill in
Philadelphia.

The statement fssued by Mr. Conried
follows:

The contest provoked by the members of
the Metropolitan Orera ilouse chorus raises
the vital and fundamental question as to
whether a contract signed by them is to have
any binding force whatever, Tho Conrled
Metropolitan Opera Company has a contract
in writing with each member of the chorus,
in which the salary of cach member for the
geason ja expressly stipulated.

Acoording to what 1 read in the morning
papers, the members ol the chorus now cdesire
to break their contracts and compel the
Conried Metropaolitan Opera Company to make
new contracts with them, at higher wages,
Thia i8 impossible for us to submit to, for if
the first enntract is good for nothing, there is
no guarantee that the members of the chorus
would keep the second if it were made, and
having found that we had ylelded to them
once next week they might again hold us up.

1 feel confident that the intelligent leaders
of the Labor Union will not pernrt the wanton
breaking of & contract, and 1 am sure that the
public at large will stand by this management
In its coutention that written contracts mado
by the members ot the chorus should be
kept.

Whatever sacrifice may be necessary in
order to establish the cardinal prineple which
lies at the foundution of the proper manage-
ment of every business we will inuke. Ifany
of the singers should deliberately break their
contracts and we can get another chorus to
replace them we shall get it. If we cannot
get another chorns we hope the publie will
give us its moral and effective support in oar
eflorts to provide it with grand opera in the
bezt way that, under the circumstances, muy
be possible.”

The Weather.

The weather was falr over all the country yes-
terday, except In parts of the Northwest and tue
upper Mississippl Valley, where it was cloudy,
with Ught scattered snowfalls. ‘The pressure
was falling there, but rislug elsewhere.

The temperature was lower In all distriets, es-
pecially 1n theSouthern and Atlantie States, frecz-
tng weather reaching soath to Arkansas, Georgla
and Tennessee, and castover all the Atiantic States,
except llorida. Zero weathier continucd In the
central Rocky Mountalns States. It should rcmaln
coid and falr 1n most of the Atlantie States to-day.
There 1s po immediate storm or cold wave In sight,

o this city the day was clear; winds, ligut o
freel southwesterly: average humidity, 46 per
cent.; barometer, corrected to read to sea level,
at 8 A M., 30.04; 8 P. M, 30.08,

The temperature yesierday, as recorded by the

official thermometer, Is shown in the aspnexed
bl 1005, 10041 1005, 1004
DA ML a2t 20 M. I 26°
12 M. ) I 21 ) 25°
SP Miiive. H* 23 25

Lowest temperature, 247,
WASHINGTON FORECABT POR TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW
For eastern New York, Delaware and New Jersey,

the details for carrying It into exeoution, are | sair to-day and to-morrow, light to fresh west (o
lrgal questions that ean be agreed upon by | southwest winds

ecounsel repregenting the Institution or the
Government and m yself,

For New Eugland, falr to-day and to-morrow;
light to fresh west to southwest winds.

The |

FRITZI SCHEFF'S NEW OPERA.

““Mile. Modiste,” by Victor Herbert and
Henry DBlossom, Highly Approved.

An audience that packed the Knicker-
bocker Theatre last night declared vehe-
mently and at considerable length that
“Mlle. Modiste,” the opera in which Fritzi
Scheff returns to New York, i8 a success.

Victor Herbert was voted to have turned
out a mugjcal pieoe of worth, and the laugh-
ter aroused by the bright sayings put in by
Henry Blossom, librettist, showed that he,
too, had done his work well.

It was a great welcome for Fritzi Scheff,
There seemed to have been at least a dozen
calls after the curtain fell on the first act,
In some of them she appeared leading the
happy looking Mr. Herbert and the retiring
Mr. Blossom and there was an extra hand
for the three.

“Mlle. Modiste” is mostly all song. There
is a plot, though it doesn't tax the brain to
follow it. Fuf (Fritzi Scheff) is apending
her daya in a milliner shop pining for the
glory and frenown of an opera star. Ap-
wars Hiram Bent, American minionaire
rom Keokuk, la., who givea her a start,
The milliner wanted to keep Fifi in theshop
and hoped to do so hy marrying her to her
gon, an artist always in need of money.
But Fijiloved a viscount. Family wouldn't
have it, though. So she takes Hiram
Bent's loan and disappears to carry out her
ambition.

In the second aot Fifl ia the opera queen.
She wins her lover's obdurate uncle by
her singing, and it's over.

Miss Scheff had & number of songs that
caught the audience, but it was as a drum-
mer that she got the most applause. With
a chorus of men she rang a military thing,
and then for an encore came out with a
real kettledrmim slung across her ehoulders,

which captured the uncle's heart, a bit of

| nightingale trills _and high full notes.
| She managed her English well in the dia-
| logues,

“Mille. Modiste” caught on at the start
when the milliner’s daughters (Edna Fassett
and Blanche Morrison) sang something
i tuneful about a hat. Then came song after
song, each meeting favor at once. Leo
Mars had two character pieces, one about
a Frenchman's ditficulty in understanding
American slang heing especially well liked,

William Pruette used his vigorous voice
to good effect in “I Want What I Want
When I Want It."  Mr. Prustte, by the way,
 was the obdurate uncle and he had a good
' ehance, and made the most of it, to act as
well as to sing.

Claude Gillingwater was Hiram Benl,

and used the good lines he had creditably.
He looked the part —money —and talked it.
Bertha Holly was Mra. Hiram Bent, and
she had whit doubtless was the real Keokuk
twang. Shealso sang a catchy thing about
“The Culture Club of Keokuk.” Josephine
Bartlett wuas acceptable as the milliner.
I Many words of praise were heard for
Mr. Herbert's music. He did one thing.
The trickle of the drink finding its proper
place has been set to music at last. ‘he
sacond act opens with a song by six foot-
men which took amazingly. At one stage
they unanimously vote themselves a drink
| on the boss, and the musical gurgle seemed
trie to life. The score was full of those
little bits of musical witticisms in which
Mi. Herbert delights

Henry Blossom'+ book was clever through-
out and compelled many a !

laugh. o
piece was well staged, the last scene, “The
Charity Bazaar," being a delightful com-
bination of lights, shadows and distance,

and she made the most of it, There <eems
to be no reason why she and “Mlle, Modiste"
shouldn't make a long stay on Broadway,

GIFT FOR HERR HERTZ.
Metropolttan Conductor Gets a Present
From Herr Goritz and Others,

M- Conried will not find it necessary
after all to abandon his proposed revival
of “Der Flhiegenda Hollasnder” because
of the inability of Mne. Berta Morena to
come to this country. She was to be Senta
Miss Olive Fremstad has been studying
| the réie at Mr. Conried's request and
reported  to Jum  yesterday that she
would be ready to appear in Felruary,
when he expects to make an elaborate
scenic revival of the opera. Anton Van
Rooy, Robert Blass and Heinrich Knote will

have the other leading roies,

Alfred Hertz, the conductor of the Ger-
man operas, got an unusual Christmas
gift vesterday. It was an old score of
Newsier's  opera, “Der Trompeter von
Sackkingen,” to which was attached hy
a heavy iron chain a battered old tin horn,
An address signed by most of the GGerman
members of the company accompanied
this present.

The occasion for this tribute is Mr. Hértz's
profound contempt for Nessler's opera, in

which Otto Goritz is burning to appear as
the barytone hero. Years ago Theodor
Reichmann used to fascinate matinée

et o e e e e e e

wudiences as the dashing trumpeter.

Mr. Goritz aspires to do the same thing
and has in vain implored Mr. Conried and
Mr. Hertz to mount the opera, which gives
him the ‘mnlpuo. rare with a barytone, of
holding the centre of the stage. Mr. Hertz
has always cxpresed has contempt for
tha work with such emphasis and Keggod
Mr. Conried not to produce it with such
athetic geriousness that his  collegues,
{.41 by Mr. Goritz, prepared this present
for him,

L. 8. Willard in “Tom Pinch."

Mr. E. S. Willard opened the last week
of his engagement at the New Amsterdam
Theatre with a special matinde yesterday
afternoon. He and his company gave a
thoruu_ghl enjoyable performance of “Tom
Pinch, wﬁic-h they repeated in the evening.
This evening and at to-morrow's matinée
Mr. Willard will appear in “The Middle-
man;” on Wednesday and Thureday even-
ings in “Thoe Professor's Love Story”; on
Friday evening and Saturda
the double bill, “*The Man Who Was” and
“David Garrick,” and to close the engage-
ment on Saturday evening in “Tom Pinch.”

DIAMONDS AT

JAGCCARD S

The extent of our diamond trade enables
us to offer distinet price advantages.

Diamond Lorgnettes

All-Platinum Lorgnette, paved with
fine, white dlamonds, 8$7560.00

Other Lorgnettes, $30.00 to $1000.00
Diamond fings, $15.00t0 $1500.00

MERNOD, JACCARD & KINS JEWELRY CO.

400 FIFTH AVE.,

i Between 36th and 37th Sts.

Iliustrated catalog sent on request.

Her show piece of the night was the song |

afternoon in |

But, after all, it was Fritzi Scheff's night, !

| learned

As Acoted by the Whole Barrymore Family
This Quaint and Whimsical Genlus Des
lHighte a Christmas Audience—~The One
Aot Play a Masterpiece in Miniature,

J, M. Barrie of Thrums and the Nover-
Never-Never Land was seen at pretty
near his best last evening at the Criterion,
riding his favorite hobbies of artistic make-
believe and Baby. Two of his plays were
presentad, a one act satire on the ancient
figures of English pantomime and a three
act piece making a gentle mock of the
conventions of the French drama as she is,
or used to he, spoke in English,

C'hief among her interpreters were Miss

Ethel Barrymore and her brothers, Lionel
and Jark, It was a case of Barrie plus
what used to be called last summer “1'he
Whole Dam Family.” If the occasion
filled the noble band of Barrieites with
something less than the ecetasy of “Peter
Pan,” it was still & memorable one, and it
proved the best posgible excuse for calling
the no less noble chain gang from their
Christmas dinners.

The story of the three act piece, “Alice
Sit-By-the-Fire," is already known to the

theatrical public, and—as is usually the
case with these Barrie phantasies in satire -
to get much more than that one has to go
to the theatre. A Colonel in the Indian
sorvice has educated his children in Eng-
land and returns with his wife to find thein
grown past recognition,

The eldest daughter, Amy, has become
what we should call a matinée girl, and,
quite ignorant of the real world, has a head
fglh-d with ideas of Life derived from the
problem play of French extraction, the
chief ingredients of which are the eternal
triangle and its single insistent note, a
bachelor's chambers with clandestine sup-
pers and a heroine concealed in a closet,
compromising letters and a heroic deed
of self-sacrifice.

It &0 happens that Amy's mother, who
is only just 40 and has shone as the belle
of the Punjab, is on comradely terms of
affection with a quite innocuous cub, and
in full sight of her theatrico-romantio
danghter wshe kisses him good night
on the ear. in an instant Amy
knows the worst, and, clad in her first
evening frock, seta out to pave her mother's
character and her father's peace of mind
by acting in the manner of a real theatric
heroine. Then follows a geries :§nilumiunn
in which all the familiar phases of the
draina of convention are exhibited in a
shrewd and delectable contrast,with gimple,
unaffected reality. {

The result is a wseriea of lively comedy
scenes  made out of the familiar appur-
tenances of dramatic convention, in w‘m-h
everyone is in turn mystified and rendered
amiably ludicrous. It is 4my, of course,
who i8 most ludicrous of all, and not least
r0 when the stroke of self sacrifica which
she has planned as a means of her mother's |
rescue and reformation, as a “happy end-
ing" in short, turny out to prm’idr:- ﬁPrH«"lf f
with the consummation devoutly to he |
wished of marriage to the aforesaid in-
noctious cub. This is the barest of outlines,
To give even a faint idea of Barrie's per-
sistent whims and inexhaustible invention
i a task beyond the post-prandial mood of
Christmas.

The Barrie baby, however, must not ha
forgotten. Indeed, he may almost be
called the pivot of the first act, and a very
delectable Vivnt he is, erying off stage in a
manner to be appeased only by hisfather's
watch and handkerchief puppet. And
there i8 also a passage of satire on the lack
of emotional expression in English children,
which delves again into tha vein opoened
up in the scene bhetween the father and son
in “Little Mary."”

If the play lacks the depth and breadth
of nppeu{ of some of its predecessor, 1t
will be because the public is not vitally |
intercsted in even the most searching and
sprightliest criticism on the drama. ‘TLe
first night audience took every point with
avidity, but it must be grnnmdt wat human
appeal of the story 8 not great, The
Barrie &mile is there in abundance, but not
the Barrie tear,

In the title rdle Miss Barrymore's yvouth |
hindered as much as it holped her  As |
the thirty-yvear-old heroine of “Cousin Kate"
she perhaps strained a paoint; and as the
mother of a girl in long skirts she did more
than that. Still, as compared with Miss
Ellen Terry, who played Alice in London, |
she was probably on the right side, |

The more important question is whether
she successfully denoted the emotions of
tho character, which were as intensy as
they were varied. Charm and a keen
renso of comedy she certainly revealed;
but it is not impossible that she shgred
with Barrie and Lis play the responsbility
for the lack of the deeper appeal.

Still, when every offsot is allowed, her
erformance was worthy of an actress win
s long since passed the poiot of a4 merely
personal appeal.  Tha part i= by all odds
the most Intricate and exacting she has
yet essayed, and it is much that she came
through it with substantial success

As the misguided daughter, tmy, Miss
Beatrice Agnew revealed no little intefli-

ence and skill. As the young cub, Stephen,
Mr. John Barrymore “played ably  but
lacked simiplicity and a ‘certain boyish
distinction, It was again evident that |
his forte is in broad character parts. One
of the most finished performances of the
evening was in the part of the hoy who
would not be kissed, played by Master
Cyril Smith, who has been imported from
the London production. It way or may
not have been art, but it was delectably
lifelike.

It was in the curtain raiser “Pantaloon”
that author and actoms shone at their best,
It was a satire on the harlequinade of the
long accustomed Chrisimas pantomime of
England, and every line glanced unerringly
at its mark. 8o unerringly, in fact, that
many of the points are destined to be Jost
on the American public, There was a
story, too, of the simplest and—if you will —
most melodramatic  order, the whole |
mingling Barrieesque laughter and pathos
at their best,

In the title part Lionel Barrymore lacked
the ultimate touch of pathos, perhaps, but
evinced nﬁmn his abilities as a character
actor John Barrymore was the Clown,
the villain of the piece, and excelled him-
self in grotesque spirits and unction. The
Columbine of Beatrice Agnew was a marvel
of girlish swectness and pathos and danoced
with all due professional skill, inspired by
a etrain of genuine poetic fesling. As the
baby clown little Miss Leona Powers was o
delight. Altogether “Pantaloon” iz a mas-
terpiece in miniature and wus acte | as such.

Sult Case Nurse, Mrs. Dean, Goes to Canada.

PoRTLAND, Me., Dec. 25.—The police
d to-night that Mrs. Mary Dean,
the missing nurse in the Boston dress suit
case mystery, cailed from this city Decen-
ber 6 for St, John. N. B,
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DORFLINGER
" CUT GLASS

| will be continued this week at |
25" discount from former
prices.  No such opportunity '
will arise again to secure this

| famous glass at less than regular |

‘ prices.

i
|
|

'j (. Dorflinger & Sons

| of ten &and is supplemented by the inanity

| shiould be thrown away.

| brought

| biseuits for interior panelling, doughnuts
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CORDIAL

To weary Omar underneath the
tran,

With oft-conned book of verses on
his knee,

Givebutagoblet of ForbiddenFruit

Nor Jug nor Crust he'll necd, but
only Thee.

BUSTANOBY BROTHERS,

Prop's of the Cal4 des Beaux Arts, New York,
Bnle Owners
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MISS HENRIITTA CROSMAN.

A Brillfant Performanoe In a Stale Play
Renamed,

It brilliant comedy acting, charming
personality, handsome gowns and pretty
stage stettings can put lifa into a dramatio
abortion which is also a back number,
then Miss Henrietta Crosman may suoc-

ties.

ceed with her “new” play at the Garrick.
“Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary,” i our old
friend of decades ago, “A Serap of Paper,”
with only here and there the mention of an
automohile, or such,tosuggest modernity,
And that old friend in turn was an adapta-
tion from Sardou's “Pattes de Mouches"
of the vintage of 1561,

In its original form this work of the
astute and om.able Frenchman is by no
means to be sneezed at—it is ons of the
few masterpieces of the once famoua and
now infamous “well made" plays of the
Seribe tradition. FEven in its present form
it has passages of effective theatricism
and brilliantly diverting comedy. But
in its essential structure it shows the worst
effects of the old trick of disinfecting a
supposedly improper French original.

The sidestepping of a married woman, |
upon which the whole plot of the original
turns, {s translated into a premarital flirta-
tion of the most innocent order, and the re-
sult, as generally happens in such cases,
is that the dramatisa persone is turned into
the similitude of an insane asylum broken
loose.  Asif this were not enough there is a
pair of juvenile lovers of the stalest old
pattern, whose idiocies would shame a bunch
of blithe paretica. The artificiality of the
elder French tradition is raised to the power

of its English contemporary. As the
Governor of North Carolina might have re-
marked to the Governor of South Carolina
it was a long time between the scenes that
revealed the genuine Sardou. And even
at bhest Sardou is—-Sardou,

But by the same token Miss Crosman {s
Miss Crosman, She has never been more
vouthfully pretty, more genuine, whole-
some and sympathetic. Her method in
drawing room comedy is as oriap in its
attack and Hlawlessly natural and ‘;)reezily
invigorating as in doublet and hose. To
gee ner wear those gorgeous gowns, vou
never would have suspected. ven among
the rattling of dry bones of the theatre she
was the palpitating embodiment of good
kpirita and good art.  The only false touch |
was in the title of the play, for the one thing |
which this generous and sensible woman
I3 not is contrary.

I'be support was commendable. Boyd Put-
nam, as her opposite, and Miriam Nesbitt,
as the wife, were both agreeahble and able,
As the bug catching enthusiast, George
Woodward was eolid and capable. The
only pity is that so much good material

YE SOW.,” |

Brady Preduces a New Play |
by a Clergsyman,
William A, Brady and J, R, Grismer
out, at the Garden Theatre |ist
night, a “down east” play of which the pro- !
ducers have great evypectations, It is a
four act drama  based on Cape Cod inci-
dents, written by the Rav. John Snyvder, |
rlaved by a company that certainly was |
well drilled, with Prank Gillmore, Charlotte |
Walker and Franklin Roberts in the chief
parts. There was not a seat vacant and
after the first act <several actors were callad |
for, as well as the author,

The time is the yvear of the Spanish war.
Just as the minister hes entered his own
seaside church for hiz own marriage (it is
jerhaps a vegligitle detail that no Clargy-
man is provided, for the ceremony does not |
come off) there comes a storm which wrecks
a schooner and calls for volunteers for a
rescie,

(e Bev. Johr St John, D. D., puts on
an oilskin, and <rts out gallantly with the
Jife vavers.  Water duyps like rain upon
the stage; the ros e is tully before the eves
of the spe tators, under rocking skiea,
The minister returns, enters the church
again, now in his ciisking, to go on with
the «erernony on e more, when the injured
man of the res ued crew is dis overed to
be his lost brother--and, simuitaneously,
the lost husband of the woman he is about
to wed. . .

After the wound which a boom gave him, |
the errant brother is irritable, like a sick [
man is, and also keen; and he sees and makeg
a fuss about the sentimental relations his |
wife and his brother have not been able to
conceal, Then comes the departure of
naval reserve jackies for gervice in the
Caribbean—and  the errant  Lrother is
among them, leaving without a word of
consolation for his wife,

Last night's audience liked the piace
immensely. 1t is wholesome, and touches
elemontal emotions a good deal in the
fashion of some old time melodramas of
re=pected memory.  Of subordinate charac-
ters that of Luke Ludlam,by Douglas Fair-
banks, fills the hill for the irregular, un-
subordinated vohinteer very well in aspect
and action, Altogether it is a company
carefully chosen, in which the work of
Ma = MeCabe, Forrest Hobinson and Mac
M. Barnes is not to be disregarded.
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“THE GINGERBREAD MAN.
“A Fancliful Fairyesque” Produced at the
Liberty Theatre,

“The Gingerbread Man,” produced for
the first time yesterday afternoon at the
Liberty, is a Christmas gambol with a
clondy foundation of nursery rhymes.
Book and lyries are by Frederie Ranken
and the music by A. Baldwin Sioane. The
characters included Kris Kringle, who
headed the cast and had little to do, Jack
Horner, wh) had more, and Maggie Bon-Bon
(Almyra Forest) who, after a flaming star
dropped from a clever scenie sky, became
the Princess Sugar Plum, and sang very
prettily Her appearances were indeed
pleasant times in the show.

their memories.

deeps.

It was only in the first scene that the
machinery played pranks, but then that
is the only scene in which it has much of a
chance. There I8 a wide scope here for
misconduct and thinge generally went to
the demnition Nibelhelm yesterday. In
the other three scenes the scenery be-
haved somewhat better,
amount of noise behind the drops when the
changes were in progress and the steam
hissed vigorously as if expreseing disap-
proval of the whole thing.

But the singers!

customary

fish maidens!

what time the well

from his

—hoarsea,

Voloes Suffering From

steak Party and Machinery From
Depravity—DLurgstaller a
Star Singer for This Occasion Only.

Relentless fate pursues “Das Rheingold.”
In calm or storm, leing the pole or in the
torrid olime, this overture to a tragedy
seems to wuffer from a concatenation of
conditions which never surround the other
oreations of the brain of Wagner,
potions of all varieties are brewed with
celerity and ekill, awords are pulled out of
trees, knights float dowvn profile rivers in
enchanted canoes, ships beat to leeward
and anchor on rooks and antiquated re-
tainers with deadly memories esocort pure
fools through panoramic forests with but
few mishaps and fewer artistio incongrui-

Habitaa)

But let “Dag Rheingold” lift the rumble
of its introduction, above the horizon of the
theatre, and at once total depravity seizes
upon machinery and properties and the
rands of Sahara settle in every pair of vocal
chords., The blessed old stumbling block
came along yesterday afternoon with the
misfortunes to gladden
Christmas of a eelect assembly of devoted
Wagnerites which seated itaelf in the Metrp-
politan Opera House.

Some of them were aimon pure Wagner-
ites, who flashed pocket electrio lights on
soores or guide books, who talked out loud
in the changes of scene and who looked wise
at one another when the thematic catalogue
of Hans von Wolzogen began to scethe in
But they took no note of
of the facile desoent of most of the eingers
from the piteh, nor the astonishing gyra-
tions of the Rhine maidens in the gauzy

All these ningﬁ
from the pite

be kept sa~ret

resent at
Hansel und Gretoel
mythical
drama,

and
nmiuis;e

Conried's Beef«

There was a larze

Oh, ye gods and little

Ae crows in the vernal season
eaved farmer scatters
grains in the warming soil, soar out of the
circled sky to earth, and alighting utter
discordant cries, 8o ye sang tunes out of
tune, and, falling from pitch, gave groans,
and darkness covered

History records the
day Heinrich Conried gave a beefsteak
supper to most of the artists of the opera.
Now beafsteak in moderation is an excellent
thing, but a beefsteak
that no singer can stand,
noon there was not a voice in the entire
coterie, with the exoeption of Burgstaller's,
that did not call up recollections of that
tenderloin.

Burgstaller made his first
of the season a3 the crafty Loge, undoer of
gods. Now his Loge is not the most satis-
fying that has ever been known to the
local 8'age, but yesterd y it shone a comnt
in a tiimament ol tiretlies.
Jjuatice he has improved in the role, o that
now he indulges in human expression of
countenance, and one can tell
both interested and amused at the feeble
struggles of wabbling Wolan to
predicament,
badly, but until he arrives at a realization
of the fact that his le
never know how muc
distract from liis song. He sang the narra-
tive excellently.

Miss Fremstad as #ricka—hoarse.
Rooy as Wolan, Blass as Fafner, Muhlmann
as Fasolt, Dippel as Froh and Rice as Mine
Goritz ar Alberich—very hoarse. |
ars indulged in departures
, usnally downwail.
. Weed was Frea and Mme. Jacoby Frda— |
. more gloom. i

For pity's sake the names of the rep- |
rescntatives of the

our ceeds,
act that on Satur-

is something
eaterday after-

And ro do nim

are visible he will
ttention they can

maidens shall | o
These singers sang badly
in the first s-ene, but they reserved their '
real tour de force for the last, when they in
emitted tones that touched not
but the marrow of the hearer.
tra was generally pretty good,
lertz tammpered the
| voices and at any rate they could he heard.
But on the whole it was not a merry Christ-
mas afternoon at the operu.

Last night a good sized audience was
repetition of Hunmpordirek's
Again the legendury !
material for a
BOrIOUSesS,
It was a cheerful and short evening. Mr
Goritz had mora voice in the evening than
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A Great Welcome
Heroine o

Dander®

he cid in the afternoon and his Peter was

better than his .
Miss Abarbanell capered happily
two children and the other mambers of the
what
orchestra,
played well.

did

cast

The

County Falr to Start To-day.

The County Fair, tha flrst of its kind
to be given in thir city, will open to-day
at the Madison Square Garden. 3
thing that goes with a well regulated rural
There are prize hogs, |
fat cattle and the biggest pumpkin ever,
Also a race track an
The fair will continue until the end of the
week and will close with a big barn dance ' Mrs. Tanque:
on Saturday night.
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All the Way

The Californis
Limited runs
daily lu.t_wun
Chicago,
City LosAngeles,
San Diego and
San Frencisco
For descriptive
booklet, addrese
G.C Dillard Gen.
Eastern AP‘(., A
T. @ S. F. Ry.,
377 Broadway,
New York

Fansas

When you go *o Cali-

fornia - W}l €re €Very
month 1is J une—travel on the

California Limited

A luxurious train. exclu-
sively for ﬁrst-class travel

Meal service by Fred. Harvey
Visit Grand Canyon of Arizona

Leaves Chicago 9

.m. daily. Arrives Los Angelos

2:15 p. m, and San Francisco 10:55 p. m. the third day

Jack Horner, her lover, was sung by
Helen Bertram, who will e remembered
from the Bostonions, and who has in “The
Beautiful Land of Bon-Bon," perhaps the
most  effective of the songs. Brandon
Hurst's scng, “Fvery Little Somet!ing"
by Margerie Daw (Neliie Lyneli), T'he Giuger-
bread Man (kddie Kedway) and otters,
took best with the afteynoon audience
po:sibly beceuse it is a topical song, full o
nins,

! One village is constructed of earamels
for bricks, plum puddings for keystones,

and striped candy sticks {or Venetian
poles, &c.
The show 1s called a fanciful fairyesque,

lusts for two =hort acts, and contains gome

easy popular humor--such as “It's a long l E"‘l;‘}";h" 430-444 First Ave. N. Y
{ ¢ iy No Y4

road that has no roadhouse.”
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Of Equal Importance to the Air We Breathe is the Water

REMOVE DISEASE GERMS

SCHULTZ Products are ¢crm-
pounded w th DISTIL: ED WATER
and CHeMICALLY r URE SALTS.

CARL H. SCHULTZ

== Artifoiy' Miteral Water and G.ozer Als, Sirsapanila and Lumon Soda
Tel. 3420 Madison Sq,

We Drink.




